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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee  
MAY 30, 2018 

It was another spectacular evening for the Brant Skills Centre at their 15th Annual Adult 
Spelling Bee, held on May 30, 2018, at Six Nations Polytechnic, Brantford Campus. The event, 
which supports adult learning, literacy and essential skills training programs in Brantford and 
the County of Brant, raised $15,091.00; topping last year’s record-breaker of $13,797.00.  

A total of 11 teams entered the competition. Each team raised pledges for the opportunity to 
compete for the coveted first place trophy. After coming in third place in the 14th Annual 
Adult Spelling Bee, the Spellers On Board—Brant Skills Centre took first place this year. 
Finishing in second place were The Bean Counters—Millards, and finishing third, Highway to 
Spell—St. Leonard’s Community Services, Brant Employment Centre.     

Top Three teams 

 1st Place  
Spellers on Board - Brant Skills 
Centre  

       

 2nd Place 
 The Bean Counters - Millards  
 

 3rd Place   
Highway to Spell  - St. Leonard’s         
Community Services - BEC 

 

Our goal was $15,000.00 

You raised $15,091.00 

Thank you! 

Thought some of the words in our Spelling       

Bee were difficult? Check out the National 

Spelling Bee’s most memorable words. 
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https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2018/05/31/see-some-of-the-most-national-spelling-bees-most-memorable-words.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2018/05/31/see-some-of-the-most-national-spelling-bees-most-memorable-words.html
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

After finishing third in last year’s Bee, and hoping 
to reclaim the title of Bee Champions (11th An-
nual Adult Spelling Bee), seven-time competitors 
Spellers on Board won the 15th Annual Adult 
Spelling Bee after ten rounds and spelling 
“rhododendron” correctly.   

The Spellers on Board raised a total of $1,510.00 
topping last year’s amount of $695.00! 

Thank you to the Spellers on Board, and all those 
who supported them through pledges! 

SPELLERS ON BOARD 

Brant Skills Centre 

1st Place 

15th Annual Adult Spelling 

Bee Champions 

MaryLou Mackie, Susan Wakeley, Ann Elwood 

 

Team pledges totaled $1,510.00 

Thank you to our community partner, Six 

Nations Polytechnic, Brantford Campus for 

providing the venue.  We couldn’t have done it 

without you! 

Six Nations Polytechnic, Brantford Campus 

411 Elgin Street, Brantford 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

The Bean Counters have participated in seven pre-
vious bees, always coming closer to being in the top 
three. This year they landed the second place spot 
after misspelling “olivaceous” in the tenth round.   

With matching dollars from Millards for employee 
contributions, The Bean Counters raised a total of 
$1,820.00 topping last year’s amount of $1,680.00. 

Thank you to Millards, The Bean Counters, and all 
those who supported them through pledges! 

Joshua Laporte, Jen Chowhan, Kayla Weames 

The Bean Counters 

Millards  

2nd Place 

15th Annual Adult Spelling 

 

Team pledges totaled $1,820.00 

 Gil Martino 
Judge #1 Timekeeper 

 

 Marilyn Kaus 
Judge #2 Bell (correct answer) 

 

 Robert Chambers 
Judge #3 Horn (incorrect answer) 

 

 Rebecca Moore - Pronouncer 

 Gay Kozak Selby - Scribe  

 David McKee - Mulligan Man 

Officials 

David McKee, Gay Kozak-Selby, Rebecca Moore, 

Robert Chambers, Marilyn Kaus, Gil Martino  
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

Repeat competitors Highway to Spell ended up 
finishing in third place. They were eliminated in 
the tenth round after misspelling “phalanx.”  

Not only was their spelling incredible, their team 
spirit was pretty amazing too! 

Congratulations to Highway to Spell and thank 
you to all those who supported them through 
pledges! 

Highway to spell 

St. Leonard’s Community Services -  

Brant Employment Centre 

3rd Place 

15th Annual Adult Spelling 

Mikki Basha, Christina Cunningham,  

Lindy Bancroft (absent)  

 

Team pledges totaled $811.00 

With Sharlene’s incredible skill and 

personality, the Bee was guided to a 

successful finish.  
 

Sharlene has been a Board member of 

Brant Skills Centre and chairperson of 

our fundraising committee since 2014.   
 

Thank you for all you do, Sharlene!   

Emcee — Sharlene Mitchell 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

Five-time Team Spirit Award winners! 
 

Although the Highway to Spell team had 

some competition from the Knights of 

the Round Table’s cheering section, their 

awesome enthusiasm and creativity 

ultimately won them the Team Spirit 

Award.   
 

Congratulations to Highway to Spell! 

Team Spirit Award -  Highway to Spell 

St. Leonard’s Community Services, Brant Employment Centre 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

After finishing first in last year’s Bee, third-time 

competitors The Post-Secondary Posse went 

out in the seventh round of the 15th Annual 

Adult Spelling Bee after spelling “gazpacho” 

incorrectly.   

Congratulations to The Post-Secondary Posse 

and thank you to all those who supported them 

through pledges! Kathryn Kissinger, Karen Towler, Beth Gurney  

The post-secondary 

posse 

Conestoga College and  

Wilfrid Laurier University 

Beorn’s bees 

Literacy Link South Central 

Tamara Kaattari, Christine Montgomery, Amanda Burdick 

It was “not to bee” for this trio of super 

spellers.  Beorn’s Bees made it to the 

ninth round where they were eliminated 

after misspelling “pasimology,” putting 

these bees in fourth place.    
 

Thank you to Beorn’s Bees—Literacy 

Link South Central and to all those who 

supported them through pledges!  

Team pledges totaled $560.00 

Team pledges totaled $1,040.00 

Sorry for the            when it should have been the                    !!! 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

The Literacy Cup, sponsored by Enterprise 

Brant, is presented to the team that raises the 

most funds. For the fourth year in a row the 

cup was presented to the Spellbound Express 

team from Steer Davies Gleave.  

With Steer Davies Gleave matching the 

team’s pledges,  Spellbound Express raised a 

total of $3,785.00. 

Thank you, Steer Davies 

Gleave!  

 

Four-time competitors, Spellbound Express arrived at the Bee buzzing to go with loads of 
pledges and ready to spell.  Making it to the seventh round and finishing in fifth place, they 
were eliminated after misspelling “paraphernalia.”  

Congratulations to Spellbound Express and thank you to all those who supported them 
through pledges! 

Spellbound Express 

Steer Davies Gleave 

Steer Davies Gleave 

Excellence in Fundraising 

Jennie Rothera, Dennis Fletcher, Patrick Miller 

 

Team pledges totaled $3,785.00 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

Deliteful Spellers 

Dairee Delite 

Laura Dickson, Kathy Kemp, Sarah Disher-Neddow 

The Deliteful Spellers from Dairee Delite  

were an absolute delight to have at our 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee. Unfortu-

nately, these super spellers were eliminated 

in the sixth round after misspelling 

“mountebank.” 

 Thank you to the Deliteful Spellers for 

your support!  Hope to see you next year. 

Team pledges totaled $210.00 

#Bee Yourself 

CMHA Brant 

Team pledges totaled $570.00 

Sheila Roberston, Christy Constable, Kristen Yinger 

Second-time competitors, #Bee Yourself made it to the seventh round where they were elimi-
nated after misspelling “rasgado.” 

Sheila, we’re thinking that if we had a “Cuteness Award,” #Bee Yourself would have come a 
close second next to the little cutie in the picture above at the right.  

Thank you to #Bee Yourself and all those who supported them through pledges! 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

It was great to see the Knights of the 
Round Table competing again this year.  
Unfortunately, they were eliminated in the 
sixth round after misspelling “annulet.”    

Thank you to the Knights of the Round 
Table and all those who supported them 
through pledges! 

 

Knights of the 

Round Table 

City of  Brantford 

Anita Szaloky, Councillor Dan McCreary, Darren Zettler 

Team pledges totaled $460.00 

Congratulations to Patrick Miller from the Spellbound Express —

Steer Davies Gleave team for raising $1,170.00 and being awarded the 

Top Individual Fundraiser Award for the second year in row. 

 

Patrick utilized Brant Skills Centre’s PayPal option and approached his 

employer, Steer Davies Gleave, to provide matching dollars. Way to 

go, Patrick!  We hope to see  Spellbound Express again next year! 

Top Individual fundraiser Award  

So, Buzzy Bee… What’s the word? 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 

MAY 30, 2018 

First-time competitors, Spell-A-Brate Brant 
from the County of Brant were eliminated in 
the fourth round after misspelling “ballast.”  

Thanks for coming out and we hope to see 
you back next year.   

Thank you to Spell-A-Brate Brant and all 
those who supported them through pledges! 

Stephanie DeLaronde, Joanne DaCosta, Karon Sinning 

Spell-A-Brate brant 

County of  Brant 

The Great Gas-Beez 

Union Gas 

Linda Burden, Travis McNeill, Stephen King 

Third-time competitors, The Great Gas-Beez made it to the sixth round.  They were eliminat-
ed from the competition after misspelling “selenic.”  Better luck next year!   

Thank you to the Great Gas-Beez and all those who supported them through pledges!  
Thank you as well to Kelly Good for volunteering her time! 

The buzz is that Union Gas conducts an internal spelling bee in their workplace to 
determine who participates on The Great Gas-Beez team. What a great idea!   

Team pledges totaled $280.00 

Team pledges totaled $505.00 
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Brant Skills Centre’s 

15th Annual Adult Spelling Bee 
MAY 30, 2018 

Brant Skills Centre thanks the following sponsors and prize donors for their support: 

SPONSORS 

Silver Sponsor 

Bronze Sponsors 

 Andrew Nicholls – Partner, Waterous 

Holden Amey Hitchon LLP 

 Hole Concepts Inc. 

Supporter Sponsors 

 D.M. Austin CPA, CA. 

 Jebbo’s Computers 

 Mark McMillian – The Co-operators  

Prize Donors 

Bishop Family Bees, Brant Family Eye Care, Brant United Way, D&J Sausage Factory, Dairee Deli-

te, East Side Mario’s, Farm Boy, Global Pet Foods, Home Hardware, Home Depot – Brantford, I 

Can So Sew That, Jackson Triggs Winery, Jane Daw, Jebbo’s Technology Solutions, Jeff Dale CFP, 

EPC - Investors Group, John & Lizzie Steinberg, Kim Knapp – Financial Planner TD Wealth,  

Lorenz Vorwald, M&M Food Market, Mattress Miracle, Moksha Yoga Brantford, Nicol Florist, 

Northridge Public Golf Course, Panda’s Place Dog-Sitting, Phil McColeman, M.P., Salt & Pepper 

Kitchens and Appliances, Salon Mirage, S.C. Johnson, ServiceMaster Restore Brantford, 

Stand’N’Tan, Sunset Grill – Brantford, Susan Wakeley, Tim Hortons - West/Dundas, Whatcha 

Wanna Wear, Zehrs - Fairview 

 

 Media Dimensions Limited 

 Starbucks 

 

 Millards 

 ServiceMaster Restore Brantford 

 Sharlene Mitchell & Associates 
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